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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Council met at 3.0 p.m.

PROCLAMATION.

The Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. A. R.
Grunt) read the proelamation summoning
the fourth session of the Fifteenth 1’arlia-
ment.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

Mis  Iixcellency the Lieut.-Governor
entered the Council Chamber at 3.3 p.m.
and, the members of the Legislative
Assembly  having  also  attended in  the
Chamber obediently to summons, s Ex-
cellency was pleased to deliver the follow-
ing Speech :—

Mr. President and Honowrable Membors of
the Legistative €ouneil--

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Adscembly—

The fourth session of the Vifteenth Par-
linment of Western  Australin has  heen
stimmoned for the counsideration of puhlie
husiness.

FEarcellency the Lientenant-Governor.

The current year marks an cveot of
national importance in British history—the

Silver Juhilee of the Accession to the
Throne of His Majesty King George Lhe
[Fit'th. Thix oceurrence hus been the oceasion

Tor weneral rejoicing aml o spontaneous

expression o loyalty in various forms
throughout the British Kmpire.  In West-

ern Austialin the Jubilee celebrations,
thongh modest i nature, have heen con-
ducted in a spirit which mutehes the means
andl the character of our people, and the
Kiate's message of lovalty has heen suitably
and appreciatively acknowledged by His
Majesty. The Silver Jubilee is being more
particularly marked in Western Australia
hy an appeal to the public on behalf of the
imolherhood and youth of our community,
and it is confidently hoped from the publie
support already accorded that the objective
of  €50,400, althouzh ambitions, may he
achievedl,

In Oe¢tober of last vear the State was
lwnoured by the visit of a member of the
Roval Family, Prince Henry, buke of
Gloucester, who was travelling to Victoria
fur the purpe=e of attending the Melbourne
Centeniny Celebrations. | desive to thank
the people ot Western Au-trafia for the
ehtiti~iastiv manuer in which their loyalty
and alfection 1o the Throne and Person of
ITis Majesty the King were again demon-

strated in Phe very warm weleome extended

to his ~an.

The delexation apponted on hehall of the
people of Western Australia  under  the
Secession Aet of 1934 hos concluded its
labours, and itz report wili be laid upon the
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Table of both Houses of Parliament for the
information of members.

For the first time in the history of Fedeva-
tion, the Commonwealth Government has
held a series of Cabinet meetings in West-
ern Australin. This innovation marks an
epoch in Federal vrelations. The ecloser
understanding created and the goodwill
manifested by our people and our guests as
a result of this visit encourage the hope that
this experiment may develop info an estah-
lished custom, to the mutuval advantage of
hoth Commonwealth and State.

The acceptance by the Honourahle Alex-
ander MeCallum, in March last, of the posi-
tion of Chairman of the Commissioners of
the Agrienltnral Bank, neeessitated his
resignation from the Ministry. The vaeancy
thus created has heen flled by the appoint-
ment of the Honourahle Frank Joseph Seott
Wise, M.L.A.,, as Minister for Agriculture
and the North-West.

Mr, Speaker and Membera of the Legistulive
Assembly—

‘The revenue for the year ended 30th June,
1935, was £9,331,430, and the expenditure
£9,498,525, leaving a deficit of 167,095 on
the year’s transactions. This figure repre-
sents a decrease of the deficit of the previous
year by £621817. This striking improve-
ment in the finances of the State is most
encouraging, hut striet supervision of all ex-
penditure must be continued. The decrease
in the price of wool last year and the un-
favourable opening of this season will be
seriously refleeted in our finances, and the
greafest cara will be required to ensure that
the deficit limit of £260,000 fixed by the
Loan Couneil for the current year is not
exceeded. In estimating the deficit for the
forthcoming year, allowanee has been made
for the reduction of £98,000 in the special
grant by the Commonwealth to the Stale
towards a reduction of the deficit.

Mr. President and Hononrable Members of
the Legislative Conncil—

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legistalive
HAssembly—-

1 am glad to he able to note a eontinued
improvement in emplovinent. At the end of
June Iast vear there were 11,175 persons
cither receiving sustenance or tovernment
relief work as against 9,173 for June of this
vear. The fact that over 2,000 persons have

thus heen absorbed in industry in twelve
manths is a gratifying indication of a trend
towards a solution of the present imemploy-
ment problem,

As n weans to this end, the Government
has continued to promote and stimulate the
Local Industries Campaign inaugurated
through the Keonomie Couneil. The figures
furnished by the Government Statistician
indicate that employment in industrial
establishments now closely approaches the
fizures of 192%9. 1t cannot he foo strongly
nrged that the encouragement of local pro-
duction and manufacture will go far towards
solving unemployment and dispelling dis-
tress.

Mining.

Mining continues to prosper, aided by the
liigh price of gold and an influx of addis
tiona]l eapital from abroad. Several new
companies have heen formed for the develop-
ment of large heldings. Low grade proposi-
tions arve heing profitably worked, and many
lenses and tailing areas long abandoned have
heen hrought within the sphere of profitable -
production.  Considerable assistance is heing
given by the State Giovernment through the
provigion of necessary water supplies in
several centres.

In 1934, 13,310 men were employed in the
gold mining industry, heing an increase of
2,620 over the numher employed during the
previous year. The gold yield for 1934 ex-
ceeded that of 1933 by 14,131 fine ounces.
Tnereased capital for working is constantly
being made available, and the aetivity gen-
erally engendered in mining ecireles through-
cut the State forms one of the brightest
features of our industrial outlook.

The visit of the Minister for Mines to
London is resulting in an increasing interest
in the State, and the dissemination of a
wider kinowledge of its resources.

The assistance rendered to prospectors
still produces satisfactory results. The Com-
monwealth Goverttment has been impressed
with this suecess, and has consequently pro-
vided sullicient funds to enable a further
LU men to he emploved in this scheme,

Pastoral.

The totul numher of sheep in the State
the end of December, 1934, was 11,163,232.
The wool produced last year amounted to
88,457,662 1hs., which is a vecord for the
State. Prices, unfortunately, were nob very
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satisfactory. Lamh produetion is encour-
aging. During the year 147,000 lambs were

exported Lo overseas markets, constituting a
new record.  Sutisfactory prices were ob-
tained, and the quality of the lambs gener-
ally, particularly the Swandown variety, was
extolled by competent evitics. From the
pronounced improvement in the quality,
type, and condition of the majority of the
Jamb shipinents, it is elear that many grow-
ers are adopting correct methods of breed-
ing and feeding. It is apparent from the
results achieved that Western Australia ean
produce lambs equal to those of any coun-
tries exporting to Great Britain.

Forests.

Improvement in hoth the local and over-
seias demand for limber was maintained
during the past yvear, the produetion show-
ing an increase of 38 per eent. on the
previous  year's operations.  Seven  mills
which had been closed down owing to trade
depression resumed cutting, and there was
a considerable increase in the number of
men employed in the hewing industry. The
State Saw Mills report a substantial increase
in business, and prices are slightly hetter
than last year. There is every indication
that the sawn timber trade will soon show
further improvement.

Recognising the rehabilitation of our cut-
over forests as a national undertaking, the
Conunonwealth Government is subsidising
forestry relief works on a £ for £ bhasis,
making a grant of £100,000 for this work
during the current year. Approximately
1,100 men are at present emploved. Con.
siderable progress is being made, partieu-
larly in the regeneration and fire protection
of cut-over jarrah forests. Operations are
heing carried out ulse in karri and mallet
aveas, and softwood plantations are being
extended at a rate estimated as sullicient to
meet our Ffuture internal requirements for
this elass of timber.

Wheat,
The preliminary  figures for the 71934
wheat vield are 26,961,000 hushels from

2,763,786 acres, making an average yield of
0.8 hushels per acre as against 11.7 hushels
for the previous year.

Early anxiety for the coming season,
caused by dry conditions, has been consider-
ably relieved by recent excellent rainfalls.

Fruit.

The fruit crop gencrally for the 1934-35
season  has been gond, a revord  Dbeing
achieved in both the production and export
of apples. 1t is anticipated that this erop
will reach one und a guarter miliion tases,
and to the end of .June approximately
830,000 cases had already heen shipped.

Favourable comment has been passed
upon the quality of the apples and their con-
dition on arrival at the averseas markets.
The Western Australion  shipments have
sccured pride of place by winning higher
prices than Eastern States shipments sold
on the same markets.

.

Dairying.
Butter production has  again  reached
# record, the figure of approximately

13,267,000 lbs. heing an increase of 14 per
vent. over the previons year.

For the first time in the State’s history
butter wag stored during the period of
abundance for consumption durving the
suminer months, By this means approxi-
mately £37,000, representing the loss which
would have been sustained by selling butter
on the londen market, was saved to dairy
farmers.

The present season has opened augm-
ciously throughout dnirying districts and
another record yenr is expected.

Potatoes.

The potato industry has wmade record
progress and for the first season in the
history of the State no potatoes are required
from outside sourecs. During the past year
3,000 tons of potatces were exported. Tt is
wratifving to note also that the nverage yield
per acre in this State is far higher than in
any other State of the Commonwealth.

Tublic WWorks.

The large irrigation works in the Harvey
Nn, 2 and Collie irrigation distriets have
heen compleled and evervthing possible is
heing done fo induce the settiers to develop
the land so that ithe hezt results may he
soeured.

A jelty is being hailt at Onslow, and
approaches preparatory to the construetion
of a jetty are bheing constructed at Point
Sampson. The new jetty at Esperance was
opened during the vear and musters of
vessels lpading wheat there have reported
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favourably on the aeccommodation for their
vessels and the general safety of the jetty,
despite strong winds and heavy seas.

Metropolitan Water Supply.

The consumption of water in the metro-
politan area during the past year shows an
inerease of 9 per cent. over that of the
previous vear. Of the 4,448 million gallons
snpplied, 3,042 came from hills souvces and
the balanece from artesian bores. Owing to
the larger streamflows and the storage of
approximately 90 million gallons in the
Canning dam it was not necessary to impose
restrictions upon householders.

Satistactory progress continues in the con-
struction of the Canning dam, which should
provide storage up to 500 million gallons hy
the commencement of the coming sununer.
Geod progress is being made with the service
reservoirs at Buckland Hill and Mt Eliza.

Seweraye and Drainage.

A seheme has heen initiated for the sew-
erage of the metrvopolitan area embracing
Tngilewood, Mavlands, Victoria Park and
South Perth, and providing for the abolition
of the filter beds of Burswood Tsland. 1'ro-
gress has also been made with the Claremont-
Cottesloe sewerage system. The main out-
falls and treatment works are practically
complete and retieulation of houses is now
in progress.

The large drainape works at Mavlands
were advanced a further stage and are being
actively proceeded with.

Railways.
A most eneomraging improvement is re-
vealed in the returns of the Railway Depart-
moent for 19834-35. Revenve increased by
£393,013 over the previous vear and ex-
penditure by £191,896, leaving a net im-
provement of £201,117.

The Tramwayvs also showed an improve-
ment of £9,000, due fo increased revenue and
decreased expenditure.

Tenders have bheen accepted for extensions
of the plant at the clectricity power house,
and an early eommencement will he made
with the installation.

Lands.
During the year approval was eranted for
422 applications for an area of 309,405 acres
under conditional purchase alienation, and

for 96 applications for 5,083,006 acres under
prastoral lease.  Sixty-seven blocks were
allotted by the Land Board, and there were
252 new settlers.

8ix hundred and four miles of wire net-
ting and 46 tons of barbed and plain wire
were supplied to 170 settlers.

The tusk of marking on the ground por-
tion of the houndary between this State and
the Northern Territory has been undertaken,
and a survey party is now engaged on the
work.

The North-NWest.

The Gascoyne River Settlement continues
to progress, 9,000 cases of bananas heing
produced last year, an increase of 5,387
cises over the previous year.

After advances had been made o assist
pearling this year, a disastrous storm in-
flicted terrific damage upon the North-West
pearting  fleet.  The Commonwealth and
Rinte Governments have co-operated in pro-
viding €12,000 to re-establish the industry.

The year's first shipment of ehilled beef
from the Wyndham Meatworks arrived in
London in July, Agents eabled their con-
gratulations, stating that the condition and
quality  were very good and inaterially
hetter than last vear.

Detailed arrangements arc nearving com-
pletion for the institution of the “flving
doctor” scheme in the North-West.

Aborigines.

The Royal Commissianer appointed to in-
quire into aboriginal problems has presented
his report. Tt has been decided to establish
a leprosariunm in the Derby district and a
hospital for natives at Wyndham, while »
travelling medical officer will he appointed.
Giher recommendations of the Commissioner
are under consideration, and it is hoped (o
amend  the Aborigines Aet  during  the
present session of Parliament.

Education.

The extension of services and the growing
enrolment of children have nevessitated an
inercased expenditure on  education.  The
Teachers’ Training College has been re-
npened, and a modern building for a new
cenfral school for girls is now in course of
erection at Ea=t Terth at on estimated cost
of £70,000.
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Legislation.
You will be asked to rive consideration to
measnres dealing with—
The Eleetoral Act,
The Tradlic Act.
Compulsory Third P'arty Mofor [nsnr-
ance.
Aborigines.
Trade Deseription.
Rural \id Fund.
Tndustrial Arhitration.
Health.
Shops and Factories.
Tinancial Fergency legislation,

I now declare this session of TParliament
open, and trust (hat Providence may bless
vonr labours,

BILL—BUNBURY RACECOURSE
RAILWAY DISCONTINUANCE.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [3.31]: In order to assert
and maintain  the undoubted righls and
privileges of this House to initiate legisla-
tion, [ move without notice for leave to in-
troduce a Bill entitled “An Aect to anthorise
the diseontinuance of the operation of the
Bunbury Racecourse Railway and for other
purposes relating thereto.”

Teave given; Bill introduced, and read a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIBUTION.

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governoer printed
copies of the Specch he has been pleased
ta deliver to Parlinment. These will he dis-
tributed amongst membcers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

HON, G. FRASER (West) [333]: I
move—

That the following address be presented to
IHis Fxcelleney the Lieut.-Governor in reply
to the Speceh he has been pleased to deliver
to ns:—*Aay it pleasc Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legislative Couneil
of the State of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, heg to express our loyalty to
onr Maost Gracious Sovereign, and to thank
Your Excelleney for the Speech vou have
been pleased to deliver to Parliament.”’

I desire to say, Mr. President, how pleased
we are to have vou back amongst us once
again. We are aware of the good work
vou did in the Old Country and we are very
thankful to you for the first-hand report
vou gave us on your rveturn of the activi-
ties of some of the Western Australian am-
hassadors at present in the Old Counfry,
His Excelleney’s Speech i{akes the form we
have had before us fur many yenrs past.
T am very pleased that it is so. 1 have
often regreited that the Specches of sue-
cossive CGovernors in eompact form are
not issued in book form. I am not gnife
s0 optimistic as to say that a lot of people
would vead them, but T do believe that from
an historical point of view such a hook,
if issued in the schools, would show in simple
manner to the children the progress made
from year to wear in our Siate. These
annual Speeches reveal in plain language
the progress or the depression of the vari-
ous periods dealt with. TWhilst the his-
tory books of to-day may be all very well
in their way, a periodic history on the lines
of the Governor’s Speech would, T think,
impress the childeen very muneh more than
do the history books with which they are
now supplied.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Wonld that boost
the Labour Party.

Hon. G. FRASER: From my cxperience
I should say it would serve to pgo a long
way towards hoosting that party. These
opening Speeches delivered 1o Parliament
show the improvements made in various see-
tions of industiv from vear to vear, and 1
know of no moere impressive way of putting
those results hefore the children, showing
what improvement there has bheen in, say,
the unemplorment position, during the pre-
vipus 12 months, and the improvement in
mining, fruit-growing, dairying and various
other scetions of the State’s Induslries.
1*rom sueh a book as T propose the child-
ren could see at a glance what the various
industries are worth, and it would give them
& very much greater appreciation of the
resnurces and capabilities of the State than
perhaps they have to-day. An outstanding
subject dealt with in the Speech is thal of
unemployment. T do not intend to go
back over the various years, but since
this is the last session of the present Par-

liament, one might be pardoned for
reverting to  the beginning  of  the
preseni  Government’s  term  of  offier.

Under that heading alone we must give
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eredit to the present Administration for the
excellent manner in which the question of
unoemployment has heen handled. Cntil
two years age, something like 15,000 or
16,000 families in the State had to approach
the Government for assistance in order that
they might even exist. Within the short
space of Lwo years, we find an improve-
ment in the position to the extent of nearly
30 per cent. One eannot do other than give
credit to those gentlemen who occcupy the
Treasury bench for the manner in which
they have handled the sitwation. Those of
us who live in, and represent industrial
centres, appreciate prohably more fully
than some other niembers, what has been
done in the last two yenrs. We represent
what may be termed the poorer sections of
the rommnunity. I would not again like to
liave to go through what 1 and other mem-
bers representing industrial eentres have
gone through during the past few years. If
such a time came again, members would bhe
prepared to put their shonlders to the wheel,
as they have alreadv done, to give the peo-
ple eoneerned such assistance as was avail-
able for them, But from the point of view
of the people themselves, we would not like
to go through it again. We know the suf-
feiing and hardship they endured. Although
to-day we have still a ong way to go to get
hack to what we would like to see, neverthe-
less we appreeciate what the Governmenb
have done, and T wish to add my praise to
those responsible for the great improvement
that has heen brought about in the last two
vears.

Hon, €. B. Williams: Are you satisfied
with that?

Hon, G. FRASER: T am far from beinyg
satisfied, but 1 ecannot help appreciating
whut has been done in the last two years?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not you think the
Loan Council should be thanked?

Hon, G. PRASER: Yes. I knew the hon.
wember is not too pleased at any reference
[ may make to this subject, particularty
when T compare the present day with two
vears apo, for, prior to two years ngo, he
was a member of the Governmenl agnins(
which T am making vomparisons,

ITon. C. B, Williams: You do not sug-
west he did not do his best?

“Hon. G. FRASER: I know the hon. mem-
ber, and have great admiration for him. It
is not my infenfion te make any personal
references in this matter. I am only sorry,

for his sake, that the team with which he
was connected did not come up to the calibre
of those who comprise the present Govern-
ment.  As 1 say, T an not satisfied. I shall
not be satisfied nutil we get a long way fur-
ther on the track than we have so far gone
and until we reach the stage when everyone
is in employment who is eapable of being
employed. Everyone is entitled to the right
to live, and should not have to beg of any
Government for that right. Until we reach
the stage when every employable person is
in employment, I shall not be satisfled. I
shall at all times be prepared to assist any
Government to solve the problem. Another
hright feature of the Specch is that which
refers to mining. Whilst T am not pre-
pared to give the whole of the eredit for the
improvement in the industry to the present
Administration——

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Why not?

Hon. G. FRASER: I must give them a
great deal of credit. No doubt if the hon.
member were speaking, he would give all
the credit to the Government of which he
was n member, I am not so parochial as
that. Whilst T desive to give the Govern-
ment eredit for the great assistance they
have rendered to the industry, I realise that
the priee of gold, the rate of exehange, and
other factors, must also he taken into con-
sideration.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not strikes, I hope.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 will leave that
phase of the question for the hon. member
to deal with. Without the assistanee of the
Government, there is no doubt the gold-min-
ing industry would not be in the flourishing
condition in which it is to-day. I have re-
ferred to this on previous occasions.
Although many goldfields members may not
agree with me, I contend that the prospeet-
ing scheme has assisted in a great measurc
to improve the position of the industry. Tt
is remarkable, throughout the history of the
State, that when one section of our indus-
trial life is al a low cbh, some other sec-
tion comes to the fore. In past years,
during goldmining hooms, the weneral pri-
mary production ol the State fell fo a low
¢hbh. We find the same thing happening to-
day. Seme of our primary industries are in
sueh a4 position that, withont assistanee, it
wonld be impossible for them to carry on.
Al this time, the goldmining industry has
rome to our resene.  Similar cirewnstances
are found right back throngh the records of
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the progress of Weslern Australia. [t is’

remarkable what progress the mining indus-
try has made in the last two vears. During
that term, there has been an inerease in the
gold yield of something like 45,000 ozs. 1
think the increase last vear was about
14,000 ounces over that of the previous vear,
and it was about 31,000 ounces in the vear
before ahead of the vear before that.

Hon. €. B. Williams: That does not say
much for the millions that have been put
into the industry.

Hon. G. FRASER: On the hasis of the
inerense of 45,000 ounces, we find that ap-
proximately £360,000 more was won from
the goldmining indusiry last yvear than was
won doring the year 1932. To this has
to be added the increase in value that took
place in the year hefore that. It s a re-
markable achievement, and redounds to the
credit of all coneerned. It must reprezent a
considerable attraction to investors. I shonld
like the Govermment seriously to cousider the
necessity for improving the situation with
respect to investors. 1 have never gone in
much for mining investments, for 1 have
always heen too poor to do so. | have, how-
cver taken an uctive interest m things that
have happened in eonnection with the in-
dustry. Company promoters in this State
have issued attractive prospectuses to induce
people to put their money into particular
mining properties. So long as a show is a
rood one, and the opportunities for a return
exist, I do not mind that sort of thing. Tt
is all to the advantage of the State, and 15 a
means of bringing in Fresh eapital for the
development of the industry. We find,
however, that many eompanics, after heing
established, withhold information as to dis-
coveries thal are made and release 1t only
when it suits them to do so.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You do not think
they should hold it up?

Hon. G. FRASER: T do not mind how
long companies take to release such informa-
tion, for thev are entitled lo take their own
time in whieh to do so. Tt is a difficnlt sub-
Jeet to tonelr upon, but | hold that, unless
the Govermuent do something to remedy the
situation, people will be wzetting very charv
ahout investing  their woney in mining
propositions.  From the financial point of
view [ am not very much interested in
mining, but T have watched varions mining
propositions and tested ont the correctness
or otherwise of my opinions concerning

them. 1 have been able to watch the share
market, and report to my friends that within
the course of a week or o they would see
teports published on certain  properties,
goud or hail, as the case might be.

Hon. C. B Williams: You had better
start as an expert mining enginecr.

Hon. G. FRASER: In no instance have
I been proved to be incorrect. 1 have found
that shaves have depreciated day after day,
which showed me that someone had informa-
tion that a certain report was on ifis
way to publication. In other instances, I
have noticed that the value of mining shares
has gradually inereased. No one ean tell me
ihat mining shares will lueiuate in such a
manner unless as the result of a report,
vither wood or had, upon the show itself.
The investor in mining shares should have
every ennsideration, so long as everything
is going all right. The point I want to
wake is that someone is receiving informa-
tion at least a week before it is given to the
investing public.

Hon. W. L AMm: He has the “dinkum
oil.”

Ilon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: There is an op-
portunity for you.

Hon. .. FRASER: Something should be
done Lo assure that mining information is
ziven at the time the discovery is made or
at some other stipulated period so that the
interests of the public may be safeguarded.
If something along those lines is not done,
there will be a deciine in the activities of
the investing publie. 1 consider that wonld
be a tragedy under existing cirenmstances in
Western Australia. His Excellency’s Speech
contains references to other phases of pri-
mary industry and, eontrary to the position
regarding wheat, those avenues of activity
have disclosed excellent progress. The past
12 months have proved a record vear for
the potato grower, the fruitgrower and the
dairyman. That fact must be welcome news
to the people, and we must hope that similar
satisfactory eonditions will eontinue for a
considerable period. The position of the
wheat industry presenls one of our greatest
problems. T do not desire to he a pessimist,
but T cannot foresee any great advance For
the indusiry for some time to come. ¥ hope
the foture will prove that I am wroug in
my conclusion and that the industry will
recover, for I realise what that would mean
to the State. The Governor’s Speech indi-
cates that quife a number of Bills will be
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submitted for consideration during the forth-
coming session. Compared with the par-
tienlars afforded in earlier Speeches, thal
delivered {0 members by His Exeellency the
Lieut.-Governor this afternoon  embodied
guite a lot of information about legislation
that will he placed hefore us, much more so
than has been our experience in the past.
The Speech indicated that about 10 Bills
will cerfainly be submitted for considera-
tion, and no doubt many of them will be
keenly debated in both branches of the
legislature. Regarding the Bill that will he
introduced to amend the Electoral Aect, T
will not make more than a passing refer-
enee to it at this stage and will content my-
self hy intimating that I shall await with
keen interest the introduction of that legis-
lation, mainly becausc of the sweeping
changes that have been foreshadowed in the
report of the Royal Commission that in-
yuired into the operations of the Aet. T
presume that the proposals of the Commis-
sion have been incorporated in the Bill that
will be submitted for eonsideration. To my
wind, one of the most alarming changes pro-
posed is the alteration in the number of
Council Povinees from 10 to 15,

Hon. €. B. Williams: If they aholished
the Council altogether that would have heen
far more sensible.

Hon. G. FRABER: I agree with the hon.
member.

Member: Mr, Williams could resign!

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not think Mr.
Williams would resign because he wouid
prefer the lot to go together. To agree to
a change of the description I have indi-
cated, means that instead of having 10 pro-
vinces, each electing three representatives,
there would be 15 provinces each electing
two members to this Chamber, The effect
of that would be that one member repre-
senting each of the existing provinees would
have to fall out.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Let us all fall te-
gether.

Hon. G. FRASER: I helieve that phase
will he keenly debated. Tf Mr. William< -
sires to move along the lines he has sug-
gosted, T shall support him heartily.

Ion. €. 7. Baxter: Not heartily.

Hon. Gi. FRASER: Yes.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: T do not agree with
vou. ]

Tion. G. FRASER: His Exeellency’s
Speech alse makes reference to a matter
that T have advocated for many years. For

“that reason I have no apologies to offer

when 1 refer to the Bill that is to be intro-
duced (o deal with eompulsory third party
motor insurance. Many years ago this
Chamber passed a vesolution requesting the
Government of the day fo give considera-
tion to that important question. Although
1 do not say that I shall support, in its
entirety, the mesgsare that i1s to be submitted
for consideration, I heartily support the
prineipls and, having confidence in the Ad-
ministration, T feel sure the Bill will be in
a form that I can approve. Another pleas-
ing feature regarding the Speech is that it
embodies no window dressing. It has been
customary for members to look for window
dressing during the last session of a Par-
liament. The present Government have no
need to indulge in that practice prior to the
next general election. The wise legislation
that they have placed on the statute hook
in recent vears will absolve them from any
necessity for window dressing.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Did you refer to
their administrative reeord?

Ton. G. PRASER: That stands on an
equally high plane with their legislative
achievements. [ trust that during this ses-
sion some of the Bills that are mentioned
in the Licut.-Crovernor's Speech will receive
generous consideration at the hands of mem-
bers of this Chamber and that some of them
will be rather more benevolent in their atti-
tude than they have been in the past when
dealing with legislation submitted by the
present Government. Another Bill that will
be eagerly awaited in this Chamber is that
which is to be introduced to amend the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That will be very
poepular here.

Hon, . FRASER: No donbt it will be
popular in this Chamber. I hope on this
nceasion the Bill will not be slavghtered as
it was last session.

Hon. II. Seddon: Then bring the Bill be-
fore us at an earlier stage of the session.

Hon. & FRASER: [ assume that the Bill
will be framed much the same as that which
was before us last session, and I frust it
will be the same measure. Tf that shonld
be o0, T hope that the House will arrive at
a different decision from thaf which was
reached last year. I notice that measures
are to be introduced to deal with the finan-
cial emergency legislation. His Excellency's
Specch does not indicate the lines upon
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whieh the legislation is to be amended. I
had hoped that most of the financial emer-
eency legislation would have been thrown
overboard this vear. Taking into eonsider-
ation the various stages by which the Gov-
ernment have granted relief under this
hending, it will be agreed that they would
not have to mo mnech further if they were
to cast aside the rest of it -

Hon. . 8. W. Parker: Except with re-
oard to taxation.

Hon. G. FRASER: T would be glad to
see the tax abolished altogether. T hope
that the lemislation as it affects wages and
salaries will be disearded, although 1 real-
ise that there are one or two measures within
the category of the finaneial emergeacy
legislation that will need to be re-enacted.
T hope that the legislative requirements in
that respect will be redneced to an absolnte
ininimum, and I will give the Government
my assistance in that respect.

Ilon. . B. Williams: What ahout the 20
per cenf.?
Ilon. (. YRASER: That is one phase

that T would like to see wiped out alto-
cether. As the Government have gone so
far already in granting relief they would
not require to go much further to abolish
the rest of those imposts. T regret that time
will not permit me to mention many other
matters T would like to deal with. I do not
dosire to detain members and their friends
any longer, so I shall content myself with
moving the motion T have already outlined.

HON. A, M. CLYDESDALE (Metro-
politan-Suburhan) [3.537]: T formally second
the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. I.

adjourned.

Baxter, debate

House adjourned at 3.59 pam.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Lerislative Assembly met at 3 p.m,
pursuant to proclamation, which was read
by the Clerk (Mr. F. G. Steere).

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVERNOR.

The Speaker and members, in response
to swmmong, proceeded to the Legislative
Uouncil Chamber and, having heard His Ex-
celleney deliver the opening Speech (vide
Council report ante), thev ietnrned to the
Assembly Chamber,

SWEARING-IN.

The Speaker reported the return to writs
for the Avon, Gascoyne and South Fre-
mantle distriet vacancies.

The newly-clected members, Mr. 1. G.
Boxle (Avon), MHon T J. 8 Wise {{tas-
covne—Ministerial re-election) and Mr T.
Fox {South Fremantle), took and subscribed
the oath and signed the roll.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [3.33]: In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privileges
of this House to initiate legislation, I move,
withont notice, for leave to introduce a Bill
for <“An Act to amend Section 41 of the
Fore<ts Act, 1918.”

Leave given: Bill introduced and read a
first time,

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to announce that,
aceompanied by hon. members of this Cham-
her T attended His Exeellency the Lieut.-
Governor in the Legislative Couneil Cham-
ber to hear the Speech which His Ixeel-
leney was pleased to deliver to hoth Houses
of Parliament. For the sake of greater
accuracy, T have caused copies of the Speech
to he distributed amongst members of this
Chamher.



